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LOCAL PLAN MEMBER WORKING GROUP 

 

 
Monday, 23rd October, 2017 

 
Present:  Councillor Loraine Cox (in the Chair), Councillors Judith Addison, 

Stewart Eaves, Eamonn Higgins and Kath Pratt 
 

Apologies Melissa Fisher and Paddy Short 

  

 
1 Apologies for Absence and Substitutions 

 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Melissa Fisher and Paddy 
Short. 
 

2 Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest submitted at the meeting. 
 

3 Minutes of Last Meeting Held on 19th June 2017 
 
The Minutes of the last meeting of the Local Plan Member Working Group held on 19th June 
2017 were submitted for approval as a correct record. 
 
Agreed - That the Minutes be received and approved as a correct 

record. 
 

4 Local Plan Update 
 
The Principal Policy Officer referred to the Development Management DPD and pointed out 
that it had been examined by the Planning Inspector and the Council was awaiting her 
report which would set out any modifications required.  He informed the Panel that once the 
document was considered sound it would be submitted to Full Council for adoption.  He 
explained that most of the current local plan policies would be replaced.   
 
The Principal Policy Officer referred to the completion of the latest Authority Monitoring 
Report (AMR) and pointed out that this had to be produced annually and gave details of the 
three key purposes.  He indicated that joint evidence would be provided with Blackburn with 
Darwen Borough Council as they shared the same housing market.  He referred to the 
indicators in the AMR which had been taken from the Core Strategy.   
 
The Principal Policy Officer reported on progress of supporting documents; Sustainability 
Appraisal and Evidence Based Documents, for the completion of the local plan.   
 
Councillor Miles Parkinson reported that flood assessment was preventing some 
development and modelling was required to avoid this.  He gave Rishton Gateway as an 
example of an area of water influencing premium developments.   
 
The Principal Policy Officer reported on the Green Belt Assessment which had not been 
reviewed since the 1980s.  He reported that consultants, Arup, had been appointed in 
August to carry out a review.  He reported on the proposed process of breaking the green 
belt down into general areas first (8 in total) with more detailed assessments on smaller 
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parcels following.  All assessments to be undertaken against the purposes of green belt set 
out in NPPF.  Areas of land would then be identified for the continued contribution they play 
to the purposes of Green Belt which could be considered through the Local Plan process.   
 
Councillor Addison asked who and how parcels of land were decided. 
 
The Principal Policy Officer reported that this had been derived by Arup from their 
methodology, in consultation with Officers, with a hierarchy of durable boundaries and 
looking at how land was performing as green belt.   
 
Councillor Miles Parkinson explained that it was important to ensure that there was urban 
spread across Accrington and neighbouring towns.     
 
The Principal Policy Officer reported that the Sustainability Appraisal incorporating Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (ISEA) was mandatory for Local Plans and Land Use 
Consultants (LUC) were appointed in September to undertake work on the final part of the 
Local Plan SA.  The Chief Planning and Transportation Officer pointed out that LUC had 
been chosen specifically to put in heritage assessments.    
 
The Principal Policy Officer referred to the end of the first 5-year phase Core Strategy 
Review and that a scoping exercise had taken place which had found 21 of the 39 policies 
needing review.  The Draft Scoping Assessment would be circulated to a Local Plan 
Working Group for consideration.   
 
In relation to Air Quality Councillor Addison pointed out that woodburners were a threat to 
the quality of the environment.  The effectiveness of ‘smoke free zones’ were discussed. 
 
The Principal Policy Officer reported on growth options and spatial options but pointed out 
that the Government’s consultation paper on standardised housing methodology had been 
published in August impacting on potential future housing numbers in Hyndburn.  Further 
work would be required on this item.   
 
The Principal Policy Officer reported that a site assessment methodology would be agreed 
with the Council on how to determine the most appropriate sites for allocation and 
designation.  He reported that this issue would be placed on the agenda for the next 
meeting of the Local Plan Working Group.   
 
Agreed - That the report be noted. 
 

5 Government's Consultation Paper: Planning for the Right Homes in the Right Places 
 
The Chief Planning and Transportation Officer reported that the Government is proposing to 
standardise an approach to calculating local housing need. He pointed out that the aim was 
to simplify local plan making, reduce costs and make the process more transparent.  
Councillor Parkinson informed the Panel that a meeting of the Lancashire Leaders would be 
discussing the issue at the end of October. 
 
The Chief Planning and Transportation Officer reported on the identified housing needs for 
Hyndburn but that the current figure could rise should employment development be 
proposed.  He pointed out that the standardised housing methodology failed to recognise 
issues around housing stock and the impact of change on the housing market.  Reference 
was made to housing growth options and Members were shown a graph depicting housing 
growth options with net dwellings since 1991. 
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Members discussed the effect of the economy on house building and the Chief Planning 
and Transportation Officer indicated that many properties had been demolished in the early 
2000s. 
 
Agreed - That the report be noted. 
 

6 Huncoat 
 
The Chief Planning and Transportation Officer reported that the Council had been working 
with the Homes and Community Agency on a brief to create a masterplan for the Housing 
Zone.  He reported that discussion was underway in relation to transport modelling for the 
site and informed the Panel that both parties had agreed to a tender process to find a 
Consultancy to carry out the work.  He pointed out that the area of the Housing Zone 
incorporated most of Huncoat.   
 
Councillor Parkinson referred to Huncoat train station and pointed out that it was in need of 
car parking facilities and referred to the importance of rail connections to Preston and 
Manchester.  He indicated that this was a strategical selling point for the area for 
development.   
 
The Chief Planning and Transportation Officer advised the Panel that Transport for the 
North was considering the East/West connectivity of East Lancashire to outer areas. 
 
Agreed - That the report be noted. 
 

7 Urgent Business 
 
There was no urgent business. 
 

8 Date of Next Meeting 
 
Agreed - That the next meeting of the Local Plan Member 

Working Group be scheduled for Monday, 15th January 
2018 at 3 pm. 

 
 
 
 
 

 


